
 
 
 
 

Tudor Monarchs 



King Henry V11 
(1457-1509) 
Reigned: 1485-1509 
 
Usually a king has royal 
parents, but King Henry 
V11's father - Edmond 
Tudor - was not a king, 
and his mother - Margaret Beaufort - was 
not a queen. 
 
Henry V11 was famous because he fought 
a battle against King Richard 111 at 
Bosworth Field. Richard was killed and 
Henry V11 became King in August 1485. 
 
Many people did not feel that Henry had 
the right to be King of England, but this 
problem was sorted out when he married 
Elizabeth of York who was a true 
descendent to the throne.  
(Well, probably) 



King Henry V111 
(1491-1547) 
Reigned: 1509-1547 
 
Henry was the second son of 
King Henry V11. He was born at 
|Greenwich Palace. He was not 
expected to become king, but his older brother, 
Arthur died suddenly. 
 
In April 1509, King Henry Vlll became king at 
the age of 17. At the time, Henry was a catholic. 
 
Henry was probably most famous because he had 
6 wives. 
 
Because the Pope would not allow Henry to 
become divorced from his first wife, he decided 
to start his own religion and became heard of 
the Protestant church. He also had the bible 
translated from Latin to English. 
 
King Henry V111 had three children who all 
became a king or queen at some time after 
Henry died. 



King Edward V1 
(1537-1553) 
Reigned: 1547-1553 
 
Edward was born on 12 October 
1537. His father was King Henry V111 and his 
mother was Jane Seymour, Henry's third wife. As 
he was the only legitimate son of King Henry V111, 
he became king when Henry died in January 1547. 
 
Edward was only 9 years old when he became king 
- which meant he needed a lot of help to do his 
job. The Earl of Somerset and the Earl of 
Northunberland helped him. Unfortunately these 
men liked the power and persuaded Edward to 
leave the throne to someone else they could 
control when he died. 
 
Edward, who was a Protestant, was famous for 
allowing Church of England priests to get married. 
 
Edward died on 6 July 1553 from a combination of 
TB and measles. He was 15 years old. He did not 
marry and he did not have any children.  



Lady Jane Grey 
(1537-1554) 
Reigned: 1553 
 
Jane Grey was born in 1537, 
the daughter of Henry Grey 
and Frances Brandon (a niece 
of King Henry V111). She was born just two days 
before Edward. She was Edward's cousin. As she 
was a protestant, she was chosen to replace Edward, 
rather than Mary 1 (who was a catholic). 
 
Jane was forced to marry Lord Dudley (her mother 
beat her when she at first refused.) 
 
Jane was also forced to be Queen. At first she 
objected as she said that Mary was the rightful 
queen, but later people persuaded her to wear the 
crown. 
 
After only 9 days, Mary rode into London and the 
Royal Council sent her to the Tower of London and 
made Mary queen. 
 
Lady Jane Grey was beheaded the following year.  



Queen Mary 1 
(1516-1558) 
Reigned: 1553-1558 
 
Mary was the first child of King 
Henry V111 and her mother was 
Catherine of Aragon, King 
Henry's first wife. 
 
Mary was a Catholic and so when her brother 
Edward died, no-one told her as they did not want 
her to be queen. Instead they made Lady Jane Grey 
queen. Mary found out and took over the throne only 
9 days after her half brother Edward had died (and 
9 days after Jane Grey had been on the throne) 
 
Queen Mary was famous for becoming friends with 
the pope again. She made him head of the Church of 
England and ordered Protestants to be arrested and 
burned to death. For this she was called 'Bloody 
Mary'. 
 
She was married to King Phillip 11 of Spain but he 
spent most of his time in Spain. They had no 
children. 
 
Mary died, a sad and lonely woman on 17 November 
1558  and left the throne to her half-sister, 
Elizabeth. 



Queen Elizabeth 1 
(1553-1603) 
Reigned: 1558-1603 
 
Elizabeth was Henry's second 
daughter. Her mother was Anne Boleyn. Anne 
was beheaded when Elizabeth was just 3 years 
old.  
 
Mary was afraid of Elizabeth as she had many 
supporters and had Elizabeth imprisoned in the 
Tower of London for some time. 
 
Elizabeth became queen, after her half-sister, 
Mary, died. 
 
Queen Elizabeth was a protestant. She was 
famous because she broke up again with the 
Pope and made herself head of the Church of 
England. 
 
When Elizabeth died on 24 March 1603 there 
were no more Tudors to give the throne to. This 
was the end of the Tudor era. James V1 of 
Scotland became James 1 of England when 
Elizabeth died. 


